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THE THIRD HABIT: LISTENING FOR THE 

SPIRIT'S VOICE - WEEK 4 

People who participate in the Mission of God to this world have to learn a new way of reading reality. We are not 
here to party, make money, compete with our neighbors, or even win arguments. We are here to carry God's image 
into his larger creation, share the gospel (good newsl) message that God is at work to redeem all of creation, and 
explain how Jesus is at the center of that redemptive work. This requires reorienting our lives - to use Paul's 
language - from the flesh to the Spirit. How do we learn to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit above the distracting 
and disorienting noises of the world? 

BREAKING THE ICE 

1. As  your group gathers, revisit the challenge of the past two weeks to bless and show hospitality to three people -
one of whom is not at Maury Hills.

2.If this challenge made you feel uncomfortable at first, has it become more natural and deliberate over these past

two weeks?

3.Moving beyond anything you did. Can you cite any feedback or response to those actions that ·surprised" you?
(This might range from a simple "Thank you· to someone asking why you chose to encourage him/her to an effort

on her/his part to return the kindness.)

THINK 

1. Why does the Bible repeatedly encourage us to guard our hearts? (E.g., Prov 4:23). Explain how the so-called inner
life determines actions.

2.Sunday's sermon took a stab at illustrating the flesh-Spirit orientation of a heart with AM/FM radio. Did you get the
point? Was it helpful?

3.The F rost book (p.66) raises the issue of a believer's ·worldview.· How do you define this word? How does it relate
to the issue of Prov 4:237

4.Share your reactions to this statement from Surprise the Worldl (pp.60-61): ·our practice of generosity and hospi
tality must be intentionally nurtured and sustained by the disciplines of solitude, silence, and prayer.·
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