
The Last Teaching of Christ 
Week Five—When the 

Advocate Comes (John 
15:26-16:15) 

Getting Started 

1.    Talk about the Holy Spirit. How did the church you grew up in (if any) treat the Spirit?
How has that affected your views of the Spirit today? What are your views of the Spirit 
today? How would you explain the Spirit (and his role in your life) to someone who is 
not a Christian or has very limited experience with Christianity?

Digging into the Word 

1. READ 15:26-16:4. How is the promise of the Spirit connected to Jesus’ warning that 
people will hate you? What is Jesus’ primary intent here in promising the Spirit to his 
disciples? Why did Jesus wait to reveal the Spirit’s coming to his disciples? (see v. 4). 
What does that mean?

2. We tend to use the terms “Holy Spirit” or “Holy Ghost” when referring to the Spirit. Here, 
Jesus calls him the “Advocate” or “Helper.” How do these titles help you think differently 
about the Spirit’s work in your life? In what ways has the Spirit “advocated” for you or 
“helped” you?

3. READ 16:5-12. According to these verses what is the work of the Spirit? What does it 
mean for the Spirit to convict the world of guilt in regard to sin? In regard to 
righteousness? In regard to judgement? What do these words mean and how does the 
Spirit accomplish these things?

4. READ 16:13-15. According to these verses, what is the work of the Spirit? In what ways 
will the Spirit “guide you into all truth?” In what ways will the Spirit “make [God] known 
to you?” What is the connection between Jesus and the Spirit?

Applying the Word 

1.    How can we be more cognizant of the Spirit’s presence in our lives today? What’s one
thing you can do in the following days to invite more of the Spirit’s help in your life?




