
Week Two Discussion Questions 
Redefining Lostness 
Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 

 
 
 
 

Getting Started 
 

1. If you had a chance to hear the message this morning, what was new to you or had an 
effect on you? Was there anything in the story you’d never seen or thought about 
before? Were there any questions that came to mind? 

2. Read the following quote from Tim Keller. How have you observed this dynamic in 
your own family or other families? ”Frequently the oldest sibling in a family is the 
parent-pleaser, the responsible one who obeys the parental standards. The younger 
sibling tends to be the rebel, a free spirit who prefers the company and admiration of 
peers. The first child grows up, takes a conventional job, and settles down near Mom 
and Dad, while the younger sibling goes off to live in the hip-shabby neighborhoods of 
New York or Los Angeles.”  
 

Digging into the Word 
 

1. Both sons are lost and separated from the Father. One by breaking all the rules and 
one by keeping all the rules. One by being bad and one by being good. Explain this 
statement. Can you think of any examples? How do people seek to control God 
through their obedience?   

2. If both sons are lost and God’s grace is freely extended to both (it cannot be earned or 
merited), what motivation is there for living an obedient life? 

3. Why was the older brother blinded to his spiritual condition? Do you believe his 
condition was more spiritually desperate than the younger brother? Why?   

4. How can we prevent ourselves from being blinded to our own spiritual condition? 
5. If you asked the average person on the street to define the word “sin,” what would 

they say? How does Jesus challenge this definition in the parable? In what ways does 
Jesus blow up the conventional categories of the Pharisees (right/wrong, good/bad, 
sinner/righteous)?   

6. How would the attitude of the elder brother make it harder for the younger brother to 
come home? How can we prevent this from happening in our own life and church? 

 
Application 
 
There’s a famous story about Catholic theologian and thinker G.K. Chesterton. When a 
newspaper posed the question, “What’s Wrong With the World?” he wrote this brief response: 
“Dear Sirs: I am. Sincerely Yours, G.K. Chesteron.”  

 
1. In what ways does this attitude grasp the message of the gospel? 
2. In what ways can a “church full of elder brothers” better communicate this message to 

a “world full of younger brothers?” 


