
 
 
 

January 19th 
Responsible Community 

The Pursuit of Happiness, Week Three 
 
 
 

 
Questions for Reflection & Discussion: 
 

1. Talk about the idea of online community. Have any of you experienced authentic 
connection through social media or FB groups? Share your experience. How can the 
church take advantage of these platforms to engage and encourage people? What’s 
the proper balance between online community and face-to-face community? 
 

2. Paul quotes these words of Jesus in Acts 20:35: “it is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” What does that phrase mean to you? Why is it true? Note this quote is 
shared in the context of a farewell message to the Ephesian elders (see 20:17-38). 
Why is that significant? What does it mean that such a profound statement on giving 
was spoken within the context of community? 

 
3. “There’s got to be more to community than just hugs and handshakes. With 

community comes responsibility. As members of a community, especially affluent 
members, we have a responsibility to care for ‘the least of these.’” Discuss this 
statement. Agree/disagree? Are there limits here? What’s the proper balance 
between personal responsibility and meeting societal needs? 
 

4. Read Matthew 25:31-46. Does this passage scare you or energize you? Why? How do 
we understand this teaching in light of God’s grace? In other words, if we’re saved by 
grace and not works, then how do we reconcile that with what Jesus says here? What 
is the main point Jesus is trying to convey?  
 

5. Read James 2:14-17. According to James, what’s the difference between “talking” 
faith and “practicing” faith? Historically speaking, have you found the church to be 
more focused on meeting spiritual needs or physical needs? Why? What’s the proper 
balance? 
 

6. What did you think of Crossroads to Home’s presentation? Is there a way your small 
group could get involved in this organization or a similar organization? How can you, 
as a group, help meet the needs of “the least of these?” 


