
Week Four Discussion Questions 
The Feast of the Father 

Luke 15:1-32 
 
 
 
 

Getting Started 
 

1. Are you an “emotionally expressive” person? Why or why not? Explore some of the 
reasons (family of origin, church background, personality, etc). Which of these has 
been the biggest factor for you? Do you wish anything was different? What? 

2. How would you rate the following on a scale of 1-10 (with one being “not joyful at all” 
and ten being “exceedingly joyful and celebratory.”) Religion? Church? God? 
Christians? Explain your answers.  
 

Digging into the Word 
 

1. Re-read the setting for the story (verses 1-3). Do you believe Jesus told the parable of 
the prodigal son to “confront” the Pharisees or “invite” them? In other words, what’s 
the primary point of the story—both sons are lost or repentance is something to be 
celebrated? Which point means the most to you? Which point do you think today’s 
church needs to hear the most? 

2. In all three parables Jesus portrays God as celebrating (the parable of the great 
banquet in Luke 14 is another example). Why then has the church historically focused 
more on the solemnity and seriousness of God? In your opinion, do Christians properly 
balance reverence and celebration when we talk of God or approach him in worship?  

3. Re-read verses 7 and 10. The clear emphasis is God rejoices over “the one” as much as 
“the many.” How is this perspective different from what we sometimes encounter in 
Christian circles? What’s the significance of this teaching for the Pharisees? For us? 

4. Henri Nouwen says the most shocking revelation of the story is that we’re called to 
become the father. While we may relate more to the younger brother or the elder 
brother, we’re not to remain there. We’re to become more like the Father. Read 1st 
Corinthians 13:1-13 in this light. What do you hear? What speaks to you? What does it 
“becoming the father” look like? 
 

Application 
 
“For me it is amazing to experience daily the radical difference between cynicism and joy. 
Cynics see darkness wherever they go. They point always to approaching dangers, impure 
motives, and hidden schemes… People who have come to know the joy of God do not deny the 
darkness, but they choose not to live in it. They claim that the light that shines in the darkness 
can be trusted more than the darkness itself and that a little light can dispel a lot of darkness.” 

 
1. What is most convicting about the above quote? Would you describe yourself as 

cynical or joyful? How can we make the daily decision to step more fully into joy? 


