
Week One Discussion Questions 
The People Around Jesus 

Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 
 
 
 
 

 
Getting Started 
 

1. When listening to someone speak, what causes your mind to drift? What reengages 
you? What role does “story” play in both?  

2. What is your favorite story (parable) of Jesus and why?  
(Note – most study Bibles contain a list, or you can Google it.) 

 
Digging into the Word 
 
See Luke 15 for the following questions: 

1. Read vs. 1-3. Who is the intended audience of the next three parables? Why is that 
important? What is Jesus trying to say to them through these stories? 

2. Read vs. 4-10. These two stories precede the Parable of the Prodigal Son. What are 
some common themes in all three stories? How do the earlier stories “set-up” the 
main one? Why did Jesus use three different stories to emphasize the same point? 

3. Read “Act One” of the Prodigal Son (vs. 11-24). What is the moral of the story? What 
does this part teach us about ourselves? What does it teach us about God? 

4. Read “Act Two” of the Prodigal Son (vs. 25-31). What is the moral of the story? What 
does this part teach us about ourselves? What does it teach us about God? 

5. Through the message or your reading, did you see or learn anything new about this 
parable today? Share with the group.  

 
Application 
 
“Jesus’ teaching consistently attracted the irreligious while offending the Bible-believing, 
religious people of his day. However, in the main, our churches today do not have this effect. 
The kind of outsiders Jesus attracted are not attracted to contemporary churches, even our 
most avant-garde ones. We tend to draw conservative, buttoned-down, moralistic people. The 
licentious and liberated or the broken and marginal avoid church. That can only mean one 
thing. If the preaching of our ministers and the practice of our parishioners do not have the 
same effect on people that Jesus had, then we must not be declaring the same message that 
Jesus did. If our churches aren’t appealing to younger brothers, they must be more full of elder 
brothers than we’d like to think.” -Tim Keller (The Prodigal God, pg 15-16). 
 

1. Discuss Tim Keller’s quote. Is he right? Why or why not? What is the “message of 
Jesus?” How does this parable present it? How can the church preach it and live it 
more clearly? How can the church do a better job of reaching “younger brothers?” 


